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WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
The congregation’s  spoken  words  are  in  bold  

and the sung words are in bold italics 
 

Please take a moment to silence your mobile phone. Thank you! 
 

Those who are able are invited to stand when you see this symbol 
 

 
 

Prelude      Organ  Chorale  on  “Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God”     
                   J.S. Bach 
 
Welcome                              Scott Herr 
 

Call to Worship  (Isaiah 40:28)         Elizabeth Hendrick 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God! 
 

The skies display the work of God’s  hands! 
 

God of light and God of night,  
Creator of seed and mountain,  
raindrop and fountain,  
architect of all that is beautiful and real, 
 

We bring our offering of praise.  
 

God of right and God of might, Lover of child and childless, 
rich and homeless,  
 

We bring our offering of praise.   
 

Do you not know? Have you not heard?  
 

The Lord is the everlasting God,  
the Creator of the ends of the earth  
 









 Opening Hymn    “We  Gather  Together”          tune: KREMSER 

 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing;  
 he chastens and hastens his will to make known.   
 The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.   
 Sing praises to his name, he forgets not his own. 
  

 Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,  
 ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;  
 so from the beginning the fight we were winning;  
 thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 
  

 We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,  
 and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.   
 Let thy congregation escape tribulation;  
 thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
  
 Opening Ourselves  to  God…           Dan Thornton 
 

‘As  long  as  the  earth  endures,  seedtime  and  harvest,  cold  and  
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.’  
(Gen 8:22) 
 

By faith I gaze up to the heavens  
and know within its vastness that 
  

this is your creation, 
planned and effected within eternity. 
 

By faith I pluck an ear of corn 
and know within its symmetry lies  
 

the chemistry of life  
and the potential of creation within my hand. 
 

By faith I listen for your voice 
in the midst of a busy city street or quiet park,  
and know the whisper that I hear in the midst of it all 
 

breathed a world into existence, 
yet listens to the prayer within my soul. 
 
 
 
 



 

By faith I strive to do your will 
and know the door that I approach  
 

may lead me to shadows  
where my purpose is to become your light. 
 

By faith I cling to your word  
and know the strength that I receive 
 

has its source within the love and grace 
that is at the center of all things… 

 

Listen to these words from Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) and 
think about them for a moment: 
 

'Lord, purge our eyes to see within the seed a tree,  
Within the glowing egg a bird,  
Within the shroud a butterfly,  
Til, taught by such, we see beyond all creatures, thee.' 

 
Lighting of the Hanukkah Candles        Tom Cohen 

 
First Lesson – Psalm 100 (Hebrew and English) 
 
Anthem          “Unity” (Psalm 133)       Fred Gramann 
           Simon Allatt and Katie Scheaffer, soloists 
 
Second Lesson – Selected Koranic texts (Arabic and English)     
S.2 A.172; S.10 A.22; S.6 A.63        Karima Martins 
 
Third Lesson – Philippians 4:4-8 (English and French)  

 Jean-Christophe Bieselaar
         

Homily                               Lucinda Laird 
 
The Presidential Thanksgiving Proclamation              Melanie Carter     
 
The Offering of Tithes and Gifts (see back inside cover for more information) 
          
Offertory Anthem         “Simple  Gifts”           arr. Robert Lehman 
 



 Litany of Petition and Thanksgiving       Dan Haugh 
For the beauty of the city, for its stone, glass and steel 
We praise you Lord for sight. 

For the coolness of the change of this season  
We praise you Lord for touch. 

For doves and songbirds in tuneful flow  
We praise you Lord for ears. 
For the taste of cuisine that is finely cooked  
and the fruit of the vine that is expertly prepared 

We praise you Lord for senses.    

Creator God, for the gifts of life, family and friends  
and all who work to bring your harvest home  

We bring our thanks today.   
Forgive our ingratitude, we who have so much,  
yet waste what you have given.  
For those whose harvest is poor, 
whose crops have withered, water dried up,  
land ravaged by violence and war, whose children starve,  
we pray for those who bring relief  
and ask that we might learn generosity,  

that all might share from your garden,  
and all might sing your praise.  
Creator God, provider of all, 

We bring our thanks today.  
And we bless each other from different races, nations, cultures 
and faith communities,   
that the beauty of this world,  
and the love that created it  

might be expressed through our lives  
and be a blessing to others. 
Now and always. Amen. 









Closing Hymn     “Come Ye Thankful People, Come” 
                  tune: ST.  GEORGE’S  WINDSOR 
 

        Come, ye thankful people, come,  
 Raise the song of harvest home;  
        All is safely gathered in,  
 Ere the winter storms begin.  
        God our Maker doth provide  
 For our wants to be supplied;  
        Come to God's own temple, come,  
 Raise the song of harvest home.  
 

 All the world is God's own field,  
 Fruit as praise to God we yield;  
        Wheat and tares together sown  
 Are to joy or sorrow grown;  
        First the blade and then the ear,  
 Then the full corn shall appear;  
        Lord of harvest, grant that we  
 Wholesome grain and pure may be.  
 

     For the Lord our God shall come,  
  And shall take the harvest home;  
       From the field shall in that day  
  All offenses purge away,  
       Giving angels charge at last  
  In the fire the tares to cast;  
       But the fruitful ears to store  
  In the garner evermore.  
 

       Even so, Lord, quickly come,  
  Bring thy final harvest home;  
       Gather thou thy people in,  
  Free from sorrow, free from sin,  
       There, forever purified,  
  In thy presence to abide;  
       Come, with all thine angels, come,  
  Raise the glorious harvest home. 
  

 Benediction              Lucinda Laird 
 



Congregational Amen                       Threefold Amen (Danish) 
 

 
Postlude               Allegro Maestoso               Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 

 

Announcements 
All are welcome to come to the Theater for a reception following the service! 
 

Thanks especially to our worship leaders: 
Community Choir Members 
The Rev. Jean-Christophe Bieselaar, Aumônerie Protestante, 

Hôpitaux Groupe Henri Mondor / Charles Foix 
Vice Consul Melanie Carter of the Embassy of the United States in Paris 
Rabbi Tom Cohen, Kehilat Gesher, The American synagogue of Paris 
Fred Gramann, Director of Music at the American Church 
The Rev. Dan Haugh, Youth and Young Adult Pastor of the American Church 
The Rev. Canon Elizabeth Hendrick, Canon Pastor of the American Cathedral 
The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor of the American Church 
The Very Reverend Lucinda Laird, Dean and Rector of the American Cathedral 
Karima Martins, Muslim Scholar 
The Rev. Dr. Dan Thornton, Visiting Pastor of the American Church 
Zachary Ullery, Director of Music at the American Cathedral 
 
 
 

The Thanksgiving Offering 
Today's offering will support AUP Cares, the American University of Paris' 
new philanthropic club, in its efforts to warm the lives of the homeless in 
Paris this winter. AUP Cares is working to collect enough money to fund 100 
sleeping bags (1000 Euros needed). Each sleeping bag costs 10 euros and 
provides warmth in winter weather with temperatures as low as 3 degrees 
Celsius.  
 

You are invited to make monetary contributions (suggested contribution of 
10 euros) to fund this outreach effort for the offering collection during 
today’s  service.  Contributions will also be collected from the students at this 
evening’s   AUP   Thanksgiving   Dinner. All donations made will go entirely 
towards the funding of sleeping bags that will be distributed around Paris 
via the ACP's sandwich for the homeless ministry team, along with the help 
of AUP Cares members. 

 
The image depicting stained glass on the cover is taken from the American 
Church windows. (From top left, clockwise) Abraham Lincoln, an 
American Indian, George Washington, an American soldier from WWI, a 
pilgrim, Benjamin Franklin. 
  



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you and yours a 
very Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

  The American Church in Paris 
65  quai  d’Orsay,  75007  Paris 

www.acparis.org - tel: 01 40 62 05 00 

 


