
God is Loud

Introduction

What in the world am I here for?  That was the question that ran through my 
head over and over as a teenager.  For many people the question of purpose 
ad identity stays with them through most of their life.  Throughout our lives, 
we might get glimpses of the reasons why we are here and perhaps at 
certain times of our lives we even feel that we are meant to do something 
important or be someone special.

Both Dan and I have really wrestled with a sense of identity and purpose at 
various points throughout our lives.  We’ve talked about the fact that we 
both believed in God but because we really could not comprehend how an 
invisible and often felt distant God connected with our everyday lives.  We 
read the stories in the Bible, but to be honest, they didn’t seem to relate to 
our everyday lives and ultimately our personal stories. Perhaps you feel or 
have felt the same way at various points in your life.

Along the same lines, you may have even been raised to believe Christianity 
to be true, however, you are currently in the process of figuring things out 
for yourself...trying to sort out the truths of Christianity in your words, 
moment in time, and reality.  On the other hand, you may question 
everything you have been told or discovered and really are not too sure 
about the whole God thing.  Of course it is possible that you land somewhere 
in between and each day brings new emotions, thoughts, feelings, etc. about 
faith.  These various feelings may range from confusion to excitement to 
hope to doubt to frustration and to sheer unbelief.  

Both Dan and I are right there with you.  Though we’ve been in our faith 
journeys for a few more years than you, we too struggle at times with 
questions of purpose, importance, and identity.

Therefore, in many ways, we are on this journey together.  We hope that our 
story and thoughts throughout this book (along with the thoughts of some of 
our friends) can serve as a guide for  as you continue forward on your 
journey.  

This book is intended to help guide you into a deeper and fuller 
understanding of spiritual formation for the mission of God.  You might be 
wondering exactly what that statement is but we are confident that by the 
time you are done reading this book you will be more awake to and 



provoked to the idea of joining us in the cosmic mission to better understand 
God, yourself, others and the world.

As we write, we write with a few assumptions.  These assumptions are very 
important to us.  In fact these assumptions have been part of our 
discovering a way of life or the values that shape the way we choose to live. 

God is real
God has revealed himself
God is still active in the world
God has a plan for the world
God wants to partner with us
God is Loud

We’ve come to these faith conclusions through our own personal discoveries 
and experiences; conversations, insights and moments of learning that have 
shaped our life. Some of these conclusions have been learned through 
Sunday school, sermons, retreats, mission trips, service projects, community 
involvement, playing sports, listening to music, among others. 

I encourage you to explore these conclusions of ours and think for a few 
moments on the reality or truth of these conclusions in your own personal 
faith experiences.  Your experiences will be different, as they should, but 
perhaps the conclusions will be similar.

A few years ago, I (Dan) was trying to get away from the stress and 
busyness of life.  Can you relate – do you sometimes just need to get away 
from all the craziness?

I decided to take a trip back home to New Hampshire.  I wanted some peace 
and quite and so I chose to be alone on a lake to try to hear God.  The first 
few hours I could not silence of all of the other noises in my own head; 
things I needed to do, conversations I just had, the last episode of Lost that 
I recently watched, my Facebook page, etc..

Finally, after a few hours I was able to clear my mind of most of my thoughts 
and as a result I was planning to listen to God. I didn’t hear the voice of 
God, however.  What I did hear was the overwhelming noise of loons.  



If you are not familiar with loons or have never heard loons, they are a 
beautiful bird, part of the duck family in fact and when they call out at night 
it is a both a haunting and an amazing sound...and it is extremely loud.

The entire night I could not sleep because the deafening sound of the loons 
were keeping me awake and at the same time driving me absolutely mad.  
The next day I went into town to buy some coffee (since I hardly slept at 
night).  I asked the shop owner about the loons and if they keep everyone 
up each night.  She laughed at me and realized I was a visitor.  I explained 
to her that I was trying to seek God in the tranquility and silence of the lake 
but was continuously distracted by the calling of the loons.

The shop owner said, “Did you ever think that God was calling out to you in 
the loons?”  She continued by saying, “Maybe that was the voice of God in 
the middle of the night?”  Her suggestions made me reflect on the idea that
perhaps God is not quiet, but rather, God is Loud?

Growing up I thought God acted and spoke in certain ways.  He was 
predictable to me and because of my narrow views I put him in a box.  
I was limiting how God could speak to me and reveal himself, thus limiting 
how often I experienced his presence or heard his voice.

I thought that God spoke to his people through quite times of prayer, 
through the individual reading of my Bible in a “quiet time” and occasionally 
through a sermon preached by my pastor (as we all listened very quietly). 

 I was told to listen for God’s “still small voice”.  I was reminded of the story 
of Elijah the prophet who did not hear God in the thunder, rain, or wind but 
heard God in a gentle whisper.  

But what if those are only a few of the ways God speaks to us?

What if God desires to reveal himself in many more creative and loud ways?

Throughout the rest of this book, we hope to explore with you some of the 
many ways in which God has revealed himself to us over time (history) and 
the many ways which God still reveals himself to us (present).



1) Story

We are here, on this planet, for a reason and for a remarkable purpose.  
Human beings are not on earth by merely some strange occurrence.  We 
believe there is a God who created the world and created us.

Now of course we cannot go back in time to scientifically or other wise prove 
any of this.  None of us were around when God created the universe.  
However, we do have our hearts, minds and souls to guide us in this 
thinking.  We also have the Bible.

Unlike many others, we do not believe the Bible to be a history or science 
book.  The Bible was certainly not written to be either of those.  The Bible 
(the OT more specifically) was originally written in the Hebrew language to 
help point the Israelites back to their origins.  The Bible was written as a 
story.  The Bible contains all forms of literature: poetry, songs, history, 
wisdom sayings etc.. The Bible was not written to be a textbook for the 
people!  In fact, for many Israelites, the Bible was mostly told in oral form.
These stories were to be a big, bold, and beautiful story that reminded the 
Israelites of where they came from, who God was, and what God’s plans 
were for their people.

We often refer to this form of story as a meta-narrative, which means it is 
one overall story. 

The prefix meta means "beyond" and is here used to mean "about", 
and a narrative is a story. Wikipedia defines meta-narrative as a story 
about a story, encompassing and explaining other 'little stories'.

Other meta-narratives could include American history or Greek mythology.  
In each case, the overall story or big picture is made up of smaller stories, 
legends, tales, and histories.

This grand story of the Bible begins in the book of Genesis and works its way 
through to the book of Revelation and, although the Bible contains hundreds 
of stories, they are work together to form one story…the Story of God.



Think about it for a moment. A TV series can contain many, many episodes.  
Each episode is a story itself, but when viewed through the lens of a 
complete series, the episodes join together to form one story.

Imagine jumping into a show like 24, Lost, Glee or any other shoes in the 
middle of an episode, in the middle of a series.  It is highly likely that much 
of what you see won’t make sense to you unless you knew the previous 
stories or the context and meaning of the overall story.  Questions like, “Who 
are these characters and where did they come from?  What are they 
attempting to do? Where is this story going?” will undoubtedly arise.  

The power and attraction of a good TV show is that each episode ends with a  
twist or a surprise so much so that you cannot wait to experience the next 
episode.  Each episode builds upon the previous one and leads into the next 
one until finally, after perhaps many seasons and years, the show concludes. 

For the longest time, I (Dan) would not watch the show Lost.  I’m not sure 
why, but finally after 5 years of friends telling me I just had to watch it, I 
gave in. My wife I tried to watch one episode of season 5 but had no clue 
what was going on.  So, we went all the way back to the beginning and 
starting from Season 1 Episode 1.  We were captivated by the plot, 
characters, tension, and action.  We could not get enough! In just over 3 
months, we managed to watch seasons 1-5 (that’s over 80 episodes!) and 
currently as we write we are watching season 6 live.  I can hardly wait to 
see where this show is going, how it is going to end, and what will be the 
resolution and conclusion.

Movies have the same effect.   For instance, I love the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy.  But you really need to watch all three in order to fully understand 
and appreciate the story.  

Good stories draw us into the plot.  We begin to see ourselves as the 
characters, interacting with the plot and struggling to overcome.

Stories also invoke emotions, cause us to pause and reflect, invite us to 
enter into another reality, create vivid images, and... good stories are ones 
that you love and love to tell!



Now, let’s go back to the Bible, or as we will refer to it at various times 
throughout this book, as the Story of God.

The Story of God also contains many stories.  Each story has characters, 
plots, tensions, and action, adventure.  Each story invites us into it, not only 
as readers and observers, but as participants.  These stories have real power 
to speak into our lives and transform us. But all of these stories work 
together towards one big story.

God’s story encompasses the beginning of our existence and moves us into 
the future and ultimately to eternity.  It is a story of both tragedy and 
triumph, of great sadness and great joy.  Ultimately it is story of invincible 
love.  Sound good so far?

As I mentioned before, the Story of God contains all types of literature: 
narratives, history, poetry, songs, prophecy, personal letters, etc..  Each type 
of story reveals who God is, and exhibit God’s amazing pursuit of a restored 
relationship with His people.

The word restoration can be defined as bringing something back to its 
original condition.

Mission of God



Here is a brief synopsis of the some of the episodes in the Story of God.  

When God designed the universe, it was created for the purpose of a 
relationship with humans.  When we (humanity) chose to walk away 
from God’s plans in the Garden of Eden, God’s original intent of a perfect 
relationship with us was broken.  God began a plan of restoring the perfect 
relationship with people through a promise of blessing to Abraham and his 
descendants.  This plan and promise reached an apex when God chose to be 
a presence with people in the person of Jesus Christ and satisfied what 
was 
needed for us to be restored to God.  Through a relationship with Jesus, the 
mission of restoration continues in and through each one of us.  As 
followers 
of Jesus, we are agents of restoration, joining God’s work until a perfect 
relationship with humanity is restored. 
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Beginning- Purpose and Identity

In Genesis 1: 26-27 we read.... 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our 
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground."
 27 So God created man in his own image, 

       in the image of God he created him; 

       male and female he created them.

Within the story of God, we discover what it means to be human.  We learn 
that God designed us and that we are not a mistake.  Rather our creation an 
design was intentional and very purposeful.  We were created by a God who 
loves us and seeks a relationship with us.

We were designed to be in the image of God and to be in relationship with 
God.  The reason why we have emotions such as laughter and anger, why we 
believe a sunset is so beautiful, and why we can use our minds and hands to 
create amaze things is because we were made like God. 
Picture a mirror showing your reflection or better yet, go stand in front of a 
mirror and look at your self. We were made to reflect God’s glory:  his mind, 
emotions, heart.  You were created with a purpose!

We were also designed to be in a perfect and complete relationship with 
God.  This relationship is unlike any other relationship – it is made to be  
presence uniting us with God. 

There was and is great beauty and hope in God’s plans and dreams for 
mankind. 

But something happened…



Middle

The majority of the Story of God shares episodes in which God’s people 
rebelled against him and wanted to do things their own way.  This constantly 
brought pain and sorrow into their lives and yet God continued to love and 
provide for them (even though he was disappointed with them) through his 
grace, mercy and forgiveness

Nothing that the people of God could do might fully repair the relationship 
mankind once had with God.  But God in his infinite wisdom and brilliance 
had a plan.  Over thousands of years, God prepared his people to become a 
society or a nation to represent him on earth.  He worked in and through 
this society to bring all peoples and nations into relationship with Him. 

This Story leads to a climax… the life and ministry of Jesus.

Jesus life and ministry gives us, his followers a deeper understanding of our 
identity and calling, as contributors in the mission of God.  Through his 
incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus opens the path for 
a restored relationship with God, our own self, our world, and the rest of 
humanity. 

Present- Today we are invited into the story to participate with God to 
restore the word to its intended wholeness and be transformed into a new 
society.

We also discover that we have a role to play, as agents of restoration
We partner with God in the work of bringing restoration and wholeness to a 
broken world. 

In Jesus, the presence of God with us, we see most clearly what it means to 
live out the identity and calling within the context of the story of God.

In Jesus, we see what it means to be a benefit and blessing for the entire 
world.

And in Jesus, we have the opportunity to join with him to bring blessing and 
love to the world around us.

To be concluded...



The story has not ended yet, but we have been given a promise that God is 
going to make all things whole again.

In the final episode of The Story, we see a wonderful picture of what God is 
going to do with his people and his world.  Unlike some views, this is not a 
doom and gloom disaster movie about the end times.  Rather, we have the 
promise that God will return everything back to its original plan.  God’s 
dreams will become a reality once again.

In Rev 21, we read the following:
 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he 
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away."

So, we have this amazing story behind us, to inform us, shape us, inspire us 
and we are called to join with God now as he actively continues the story.

We are now the main characters.  You and us.  Together we await a whole 
world.  

 Illustration.  *insert chart/graph

   Created:Whole     Separated: Broken       Restored: Whole
God

Self

Others

World



God’s mission since the beginning was to bring back his people into a right 
relationship with him.  God desires to bring wholeness to the world, to bring 
peace.  But this kind of peace is not limited.

4) Peace

God’s mission is to bring peace with God, peace with self, peace with 
others, and peace with the world.  

This is a holistic peace, meaning that in includes everything and is for 
everyone.  It is an all encompassing kind of peace.  

Understanding this mission helps us view our purpose and identity with more 
clarity.  This mission impacts how we understand God, how we hear and see 
God working in the world, how we view ourselves and how we interact with 
others, how we see the world around us, how we view humanity, even how 
we take care of the environment. 

The Simple Path
The fruit of silence is

Prayer
The fruit of prayer is

Faith
The fruit of faith is

Love
The fruit of love is

Service
The fruit of service is 

Peace

“Works of love are always works of peace.  Whenever you share with others, 
you’ll notice the peace that comes to you and to them.  When there is peace, 
there is God- that is how God touches our lives and shows His love for us by 
pouring peace and joy into our hearts”   -Mother Teresa,  A Simple Path



That’s what it is all about!  

That what excites me to wake up each morning.  God wants to pour peace 
and joy into our lives and partner with us to do the same for the entire 
world.

Isn’t that what the world is starving for?  

What’s missing?

Peace and joy.

That is the Story of God.  That is the mission of God.

That is why we are here!

That is the good news!

We will now examine in more detail each aspect of God’s mission of 
wholeness and peace.

God speaks to us because.....God is LOUD!  Can you hear him?

We are the agents of restoration that God is using to restore the 
world to it’s intended wholeness.  

God is using you and me to participate in his mission – this is why 
God is speaking loudly to us!

God speaks to us because...God is Loud!


